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READING LIST

A reading list of books, manuals, catalogues and articles has been compiled by Christian Newby
to accompany his exhibition at Patricia Fleming Gallery. The list combines fiction, film and myth
with theory and history to expand on ideas raised through Newby’s work and wider practice.

The texts collected here explore a variety of themes including craftsmanship, capital and labour
with insights and thoughts spanning from 1890 to the present day, exploring these subjects
through cultural theory, science fiction, feminism and socialism.

Included are books and essays that examine the growth of the British carpet industry from the
middle of the 18th Century when carpets were an expensive luxury, to the beginning of the
1970’s; explore the relationship between artistic labor and productive labor, and the limits and
possibilities of authorship; and investigate the meaning of work for different people under

different circumstances through a series of oral histories with the narrative moving through
mundane details, emotional truths and existential questioning.
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